Con‘l-n‘lonwealth oi; Pennsylvania
Governor's Office

Subject: Pennsylvania Health Information Exchange (PHIX) Number: 2008-03
Governance Structure

M G%‘«w Date: MNsnc\\ 26,

By Dlrectton of Edward G Rendell Governor q_mg

'WHEREAS, providing the archltecture 0- support the statewide use of electronic

medical records, electronic. prescrlbmg, and interoperable electronic
health records will lead to:a reduction in preventable medical errors
an roVed cllnlcal outcomes and SR

WHEREAS, the use of a’ secure statewude mformatlon exchange will offer
necessa Iectromc health information to health care practitioners
prowdln servicesat the pomt of care for-all patlents improve patient

. ,safety, reduce redundant tests -and procedures and Iead to a reduction
-:ln.'overall healthcare costs and I ST

sts to. |mplement a stateW|de health lnformatlon

WHEREAS,
,};exchange Wthh w1ll benef“t aIl Pennsylvamans and i

WHEREAS,.-ithe prlvacy and secunt of all Pennsylvaman s health mformatlon is of
: ':::fparamount importance. A : S

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Edward G."Rendell, “Governor of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and other laws of the Commonwealth, do hereby
establish the Pennsylvania Health Information Exchange (PHIX) Governance
Structure. By doing so I invest it with the powers to perform the duties and
functions set forth herein and its primary purpose will be to advise and counsel me in
the development and operation of a statewide system for improving the access to
electronic health information for all Pennsylvania’s healthcare providers, payers and
patients. .

1. Purpose. The purpose of the PHIX Governance Structure is to perform activities
necessary to develop, implement and manage a state-wide health information
exchange and other health information technology initiatives within the
Governor’s Prescription for Pennsylvania.

2. PHIX Executive Office. The PHIX Executive Office will be responsible to direct
activities necessary to support the development, implementation and operations
of the health information technology initiatives within the Governor’s Prescription
for Pennsylvania.
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a) Executive Director. The PHIX Executive Office shall be managed by an
Executive Director who shall report to a Chief Information Officer in the Office
of Administration, Office of Information Technology. The PHIX Executive
Director, in consultation with the Office of Administration and the Governor’s
Office of Health Care Reform, shall determine the appropriate staffing levels
and necessary infrastructure to develop and support the operation of the
PHIX. !

b) Governor’s Office of Health Care Reform. The Governor’s Office of Health
Care Reform will provide strategic vision, policy and planning guidance to the
PHIX Executive Office with respect to the statewide development,
implementation and operations of a health information exchange and other
health information technology initiatives within the Governor’s Prescription for
Pennsylvania.

. PHIX Advisory Council. A PHIX Advisory Council shall be established to
provide input on strategies, issues and recommendations to the PHIX Executive
Director. The PHIX Advisory Council shall initially be comprised of a high-level
representative from each of the agencies and entities listed below, designated by
the agency or entity head. Representatives from these and other agencies or
entities may be added or removed as deemed necessary by the PHIX Executive
Director in consultation with the Governor’s Office of Health Care Reform.

a) Governor's Office of Health Care Reform, who shall Chair the Council.

b) Department of Health.

c) Department of Public Welfare.

d) Governor’s Policy Office:

e) Governor's Budget Office.

f) - Office of Administration.

g) Department of Community and Economic Development.

h) Pennsylvania Employee’s Benefit Trust Fund.

i) Two members appointed by the Pennsylvania State Senate, one appointed by
the Majority Leader of the Senate and one appointed by the Minority Leader of
the Senate.

j) Two members appointed by the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, one
appointed by the Majority Leader of the House of Representatives and one
appointed by the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives.

k) A representative from each of the following entities or organizations, to be
recommended by the board.-of each organization:

(1) Blue Cross Organizations;
(2) Commercial health care insurer;
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(3) The Hospital and Healthsystem Association of Pennsylvania;
(4) The Pennsylvania Medical Society;
(5) Pennsylvania PhARMA Task Force;
~(6) Pennsylvania Pharmacists Association; and
(7) Pennsylvania State Nurses Association.

I) A representative of a consumer or patient advocate group to be appointed by
the PHIX Executive Director.

. Health Technology Advisory Organization. The Pennsylvania eHealth
Initiative (PAeHI) is recognized as an Advisory: Organization to the PHIX
Executive Office and may provide research, analysis and recommendations
relative to the Commonwealth’s unique needs to ensure the successful
implementation of health information technology initiatives. Advisory
Organizations may be added or removed as deemed necessary by the PHIX
Director in consultation with the Governor’s Office of Health Care Reform.

. Executive Agencies. All agencies under the Governor’s jurisdiction shall
provide assistance to the PHIX Governance Structure as requested by the PHIX
Executive Dlrector or the PHIX Adwsory Council.

. Effective Date. This Executive Order shall take effect immediately.

. Termination Date. This Executlve Order shall remain in effect unless revised or

rescinded by the Governor.
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