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Leaders and Laggards:  A State-by-State Re-

port Card on Educational Innovation 

November 2009 

The Center for American Progress examines the 

state of innovation in the nationôs educational 

systems, and provides an interactive map that 

shows state-by-state performance on the studyôs 

measures of educational innovation.  This follow-

up to CAPôs 2007 study focuses not on the cur-

rent status of state educational systems, but on 

what individual states are doing to better position 

themselves to adopt imaginative solutions for the 

educational challenges of the future.   

Innovations in College Readiness 

October 2009 

Jobs For the Future examines outcomes and 

emerging practices at early college high schools.  

The study finds that the Early College High 

School Initiative has had a positive impact on 

young people underrepresented in higher educa-

tion, such as low-income youth, first-generation 

college goers, English language learners, and mi-

norities.  The programs target these populations 

and encourage them to take college coursework 

during their junior and senior years of high 

school.   

Short-Time Compensation as a Policy to Sta-

bilize Employment  

November 2009 

The Urban Institute provides an overview of the 

effectiveness of short-time compensation and 

work-sharing programs.  Work-sharing short-

time compensation (STC) has the potential to 

preserve existing jobs and reduce employment 

losses by reducing the volume of layoffs during a 

period of slack labor demand and, combined with 

unemployment insurance benefits, it need not 

drastically diminish the income of job-sharing 

employees.   

Donôt Forget Curriculum 

October 2009 

The Brookings Institutionôs Brown Center on 

Education Policy encourages the Obama Admini-

stration to better integrate curriculum innovation 

and reform into its K-12 education policy frame-

work, which has thus far focused on early child-

hood education programs, common standards, 

charter schools, and more effective teachers.  

These other topics are more  politically popular, 

but the effect sizes for curriculum reform are lar-

ger, more certain, and less expensive. 

If you have a program or report youôd like other states to know about, something you think we 

should include in the newsletter, or other questions or comments, please contact us: 

 
Visit us online at: www.stateinnovation.org,  Mail: 1180 Observatory Drive, Suite 7122, Madison WI 53706 

Fax: (608) 262-9046,  Tel: (608) 890-2400,  Email:  info@stateinnovation.org  

CSI WEBINAR  SERIES CONTINUES :  

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our webinar on  Statewide Retrofit Financing Models.   It 

was a great discussion, which we hope will continue into the future.   As always, background mate-

rials from these presentation are still available, and the recording will be posted in the coming days. 

For information on future webinar topics and recordings of previous webinars, visit: 

www.stateinnovation.org/webinars.aspx 

Recent Reports in Education  

Spotlight on State Innovations  

Ohio Centers of Excellence begin with Advanced Energy  
October 28, 2009 

Governor Ted Strickland announced the creation of nine Ohio Centers of 

Excellence in the field of advanced energy.  The Centers will allow Ohio 

universities to attract academic talent, develop innovative new technolo-

gies and foster private sector entrepreneurship associated with techno-

logical advancements.  They will also help the state meet the require-

ments of 2007-2008 Senate Bill 221, signed by the governor last year, 

which sets out aggressive energy portfolio standards for the state, includ-

ing mandating that 25 percent of all electricity sold in Ohio come from 

advanced energy sources by 2025. These Centers of Excellence are the 

first of five strategic groupings set out in Ohioôs Strategic Plan for 

Higher Education.  Ohio will also be developing Centers in the fields of transportation and logistics, 

biomedical research and healthcare, agriculture and food production, and a program developed to 

attract and retain creative human capital in the State of Ohio. 

Kentucky Entrepreneurship Project  
November 18, 2009 

Governor Steve Beshear announced the creation 

of the E-Discovery Challenge, an entrepreneur-

ship education program for elementary and mid-

dle school children.  The program will offer a spe-

cialized curriculum in basic business skills to stu-

dents in 18 counties in eastern Kentucky.   The 

project is a joint creation of the Appalachian Re-

gional Commission and the Governorôs Office of 

Agricultural Pol-

icy, and will be 

overseen by the 

Kentucky Entre-

preneurial 

Coaches Institute 

at the University 

of Kentucky.   

Michigan Teaching Fellowship  
November 6, 2009 

Governor Jennifer 

M. Granholm re-

ported that the 

State of Michigan 

has been chosen 

for a $16.7 million 

new teaching fellowship grant from the W.K. 

Kellogg Foundation.  Michigan will use the 

funding to train 240 math and science teachers.  

Up to 20,000 students, all of them in high-need 

schools, will benefit from these additional re-

sources.   The grant will also fund an overhaul 

of teacher education programs at participating 

Michigan colleges and universities.  Existing 

programs in math and science teacher training 

will be completely replaced.  

Coordinating Services for Success  
November 9, 2009 

Governor Mike Beebe announced that Arkansas will expand its successful Arkansas Works Initia-

tive, which coordinates education, training and economic development services throughout the 

state.  The expansion will focus on providing augmented services to unemployed Arkansans with a 

focus on career training and ensuring that participants utilize educational opportunities.  The Gov-

ernor also announced the creation of the stateôs College and Career Planning System, a website 

dedicated to connecting Arkansas workers with careers in their interest areas, and connecting busi-

nesses with skilled workers that meet their needs.  Arkansas will also fund 43 new career and col-

lege coaches to be placed in state high schools.  The 

coaches will help connect high school seniors with ap-

propriate career paths and educational opportunities, 

and will be funded by the State Community College System. 

LAST WEEK : I NCENTIVIZING  COLLEGE  COMPLETION  

On November 19, CSI convened a webinar on Increasing College 

Completion, which featured cost-effective strategies to improve de-

gree and credential completion rates in community colleges. Sara 

Goldrick-Rab, assistant professor of Education Policy Studies and 

Sociology at University of Wisconsin, provided an overview of col-

lege enrollment and completion trends, examined challenges spe-

cific to community colleges and identified some best practices on 

improving completion rates. Stan Jones, president of Complete College America, noted that de-

gree attainment has received the attention of the White House and major foundations, and dis-

cussed these national initiatives and the stateôs role in improving completion rates. Rob Denson, 

president of Des Moines Area Community College, shared his experience with the use of per-

sonalized contact and call centers to help specific students who are having difficulty completing 

a credential or degree.  
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