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Climate Bill in Senate Provides Funding 

for Low-Income Consumers but Falls 

Short of Need 

October 2009 

Though the  Clean Energy Jobs and Ameri-

can Power Act makes the protection of low-

income households a basic goal, the Center 

for Budget and Policy Priorities reports that 

the bill in the Senate does not provide suffi-

cient resources to fully fund that protection.  

In addition to this report, CBPP economist 

Chad Stone also testified on this and other 

issues for the Senate Committee on Energy 

and Natural Resources. 

 

Community Wind Financing Handbook 

October 2009 

The Environmental Law and Policy Center 

originally released this handbook to help 

farmers and  rural communities finance lo-

cally-owned wind power projects, but since 

the first edition in 2004, wind power has be-

come the United States’ fastest-growing 

source of electricity, the cost of fossil fuel-

fired electric generation has increased, and 

public support for renewable energy has 

grown.  This updated handbook takes account 

of these developments. 

 

 

State-Related Provisions Clean Energy 

Jobs and American Power Act 

October 2009 

 The Georgetown State-Federal Climate Re-

source Center published an overview of state-

related provisions in the Clean Energy Jobs 

and American Power Act recently passed by 

the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural 

Resources.  The Center has also developed a 

summary of the House climate bill as well as 

an outline of the bill’s emissions allowances. 

 

Bay Area Burden 

October 2009 

This report from the Urban Land Institute and 

Center for Neighborhood Technology pro-

vides a comprehensive analysis of the “cost 

of place” in nine counties located throughout 

the San Francisco region by examining the 

costs and impacts of housing and transporta-

tion on Bay Area residents, their neighbor-

hoods, and the environment. 

CONTACT US 
Visit us online at: www.stateinnovation.org,  Mail:1180 Observatory Drive, Suite 7122, Madison WI 53706 

Fax: (608) 262-9046,  Tel: (608) 890-2400,  Email: info@stateinnovation.org  

CSI WEBINAR: INCENTIVIZING COLLEGE COMPLETION 
Thursday, November 19, 2009, 3pm - 4 pm EST 

While college enrollment has increased steadily over the past three decades, the number of students 

who obtain a degree or post-secondary credential remains low. This webinar will focus on state and 

federal strategies to increase post-secondary degree and credential completion rates. 

Presenters: Sara Goldrick-Rab (University of Wisconsin), Stan Jones (National Consortium for Col-

lege Completion), Rob Denson (Des Moines Area Community College) 

For information on future Webinar topics and recordings of previous Webinars, visit: 

www.stateinnovation.org/webinars.aspx  

Recent Reports in Energy  

Spotlight on State Innovations  

Mid-Atlantic Offshore Wind Partnership  

November 10, 2009    

Delaware Governor Jack Markell, Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley, 

and Virginia Governor Tim Kaine agreed to a partnership to develop off-

shore wind energy capacity throughout the Mid-Atlantic.  The Memo-

randum of Understanding signed by the three governors will commit the 

states to promoting a sustainable market for wind power, developing an 

adequate transmission system for this new source of energy, and lever-

aging state and private resources to facilitate these improvements.  The 

states will also work together to ensure that adequate resources are avail-

able to provide operations and maintenance of wind facilities, and will 

use state academic institutions to promote the efficient utilization of 

wind resources. 

Geothermal Energy Initiative  

October 29, 2009    

Colorado Governor Bill 

Ritter announced that the 

State had received $18 

million in geothermal ex-

ploration grants from the 

U.S. Department of en-

ergy.  The projects receiv-

ing funds include a $4.8 

million project to discover 

Colorado geothermal resources using geological 

mapping tools, and a $4.6 million Department of 

Personnel and Administration effort to under-

stand the effectiveness of ground source heat 

pump projects.  Nationwide, the Department of 

Energy distributed $338 million in geothermal 

exploration grants to 123 projects in 39 states. 

Solar Energy Projects  

October 29, 2009    

Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle announced that 

Wisconsin had received $4.3 million in Solar En-

ergy grants from the U.S. Department of Energy.  

The grants will support three state projects:  The 

Milwaukee Shines initiative which will install 

more than 150 solar systems in Milwaukee area 

businesses and homes by 2012, the MadiSUN 

project which is attempting to double the use of 

solar energy in the City of Madison by 2011, and 

the Midwest Re-

newable Energy 

Association to 

fund job training 

for workers inter-

ested in solar panel 

installation. 

FEATURED REPORT 

U.S. Offshore Wind Energy:  The Path Forward 

October 2009ð In 2005, the U.S. Offshore Wind Collaborative published A Framework for Off-

shore Wind Energy Development in the United States.  In the years since this document was pub-

lished the U.S. has made many advances in policy and technology relating to offshore wind de-

velopment. However, these successes have been limited by financial, technical, policy, and pub-

lic support factors. Only recently has a confluence of political will, public interest, and contextual 

circumstances created a new environment for advancing the U.S. offshore wind industry.  This 

report outlines the future of offshore wind development in light of these changes.  
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