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CSI Event: Louisiana Workforce

Our one-day academy in Baton Rouge included senior staff and key * LOUISIANA
decision makers at the Louisiana Workforce Commission (LWC),
as well as subject matter experts affiliated with the Center for State . COMMISSION
Innovation (CSI) in a discussion that explored the challenges and
opportunities facing the Louisiana Workforce Commission in a number of key areas.

For more information visit www.stateinnovation/LWC.aspx
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Solutions that work

Recent Publications in Health Care

Unmarried Women Will Greatly Benefit from

Health Coverage in the States

Health Reform

The Center for American Progress has found that
some of the greatest beneficiaries of the recent
Affordable Care Act will be unmarried women, a
group that currently face obstacles to obtaining
quality insurance. Many work in jobs that do not
offer insurance and many cannot afford insurance
on the individual market. They often run up
against discriminatory pricing based on their gen-
der or face denial because of pre-existing condi-
tions, which in some states include domestic vio-
lence or recent childbirth. The new Act elimi-
nates such discriminatory practices, and places
health care within the reach of this heretofore ig-
nored population by subsidizing insurance pay-
ments.

How Health Reform Legislation Will Affect
Medicare Beneficiaries

The Commonwealth Fund discusses how the Af-
fordable Care Act will affect individuals on
Medicare. Despite criticism that health reform
legislation will result in cuts to Medicare, the leg-
islation contains provisions that will strengthen
the program by reducing costs for prescription
drugs, expanding coverage for preventive care,
providing more help for low-income beneficiar-
ies, and supporting accessible, coordinated, and
comprehensive care that effectively responds to
patients’ needs.

Families USA has created a state-by-state analy-
sis of gaps in health coverage. The recently over-
hauled system created allowed insurers to dis-
criminate against people with pre-existing condi-
tions, to charge premiums that are unaffordable
for families and businesses, and to make obtain-
ing care difficult even for those who have insur-
ance. The individual state reports discuss the sig-
nificant ways that health reform will address
these gaps, providing help to residents across the
states.

The Health Care War Isn’t Over

The Brookings Institution warns that, while
health care reform has passed a legislative hurdle,
its implementation will be a contentious process
with many potential pitfalls. Opponents will
continue their opposition. Some states have
promised legal challenges and formidable imple-
mentation hurdles must be surmounted if health
care reform is to achieve its goals.

Health Reform Summary

Though the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act is now on the books, the provisions it
has created will not be fully implemented until
January 2018. The Kaiser Family Foundation
has published this summary of the final law, and
also a useful schedule outlining when the various
elements of the Act will go into effect.

Spotlight on State Innovations

Family Health Care Decisions Act
February 24, 2010
- :

New York Governor David Paterson praised the passage of the state’s

Family Health Care Decisions Act (FHCDA). The law will enable family
members to make health care decisions on behalf of patients who lose the
capacity to decide and have not prepared advance directives regarding
their wishes. It will help patients receive needed medical care more

quickly and avoid undue suffering for patients and their loved ones. Various safeguards are re-
quired under the FHCDA to prevent inappropriate decisions from being made. This act will ensure
patients last wishes are upheld by giving families the ability to make important medical decisions.
The FHCDA clarifies and empowers family members to help manage patient care.

Expand Children’s Health Insurance
March 18, 2010

North Carolina Governor
Beverly Perdue announced
the expansion of the state’s
“Healthy and Ready to
Learn” Initiative. The pro-
gram identifies uninsured
children entering kindergarten who are eligible
for Medicaid or N.C. Health Choice, and it will
be piloted in 16 high-need counties in an effort
to make sure children across North Carolina are
receiving the care and coverage they need.
Funding provided by a grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services will
aid the governor’s mission to expand access to
health care for all North Carolinians.

Addressing Childhood Tooth Decay
March 5, 2010

Connecting Kids to Coverage

March 11, 2010

Ohio Governor Ted Strickland announced a new

state commitment to enroll uninsured children in
the state. “The Secretary’s Challenge: Connect-
ing Kids to Coverage” program, which was
launched by U.S. Health and Human Services
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, challenges govern-
ment officials to insure eligible, but un-enrolled
children. In 2009, an additional 2.6 million chil-
dren across the country gained Medicaid or CHIP
coverage. Ohio has developed a multi-year plan to
reach the
77,000 unin-
sured Ohio chil-
dren eligible for
Medicaid.

Connecting Kids to Coverage...

Iowa Governor Chet Culver celebrated the launch of the lowa Department of Hu-
man Services dental-only program for underinsured children in low to moderate-
income families. It is the first such plan in the nation. The National Academy for
State Health Policy has declared tooth decay to be the most common chronic

childhood disease in America and lowa’s dental-only program is an important

| first step in prevention. In February 2009, Congress authorized states to begin

dental-only programs and lowa’

s legislature approved the program last spring.

The program is free to families with incomes below 150 percent of poverty and will cover routine
dental care and medically-necessary orthodontia. The state has predicted that within a year, as many

as 22,000 children may enroll in the program.

If you have a program or report you’d like other states to know about, something you think we
should include in the newsletter, or other questions or comments, please contact us:

Visit us online at: www.stateinnovation.org, Mail:1180 Observatory Drive, Suite 7122, Madison WI 53706
Fax: (608) 262-9046, Tel: (608) 890-2400, Email: info(@stateinnovation.org
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