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HOME STAR: Putting Americans Back to Work 

As the nation rebounds from one of the worst economic reces-

sions in decades, workers in the construction sector continue to 

suffer from near-depression level jobless rates.  In a recent article, 

the Center for American Progress suggested that a bill introduced 

by Senators Warner (D-VA) and Bingaman (D-NM) may provide 

some needed relief.  The bill establishes a $6 billion incentive 

program to fund “HOME STAR” energy efficiency retrofits in the 

US housing stock.  Estimates suggest that the bill could immedi-

ately create 168,000 jobs and save American homeowners ap-

proximately $10 billion in energy costs over the next ten years. 

Great Expectations: U.S. Wind Energy Development 

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition, a bipartisan group of 30 

governors from across the nation, recently released this report 

outlining the organization’s recommendations for the develop-

ment of wind energy in the United States.  The recommendations 

focus on some of the nation’s most pressing needs — jobs, en-

ergy, and climate — through the use of domestic renewable en-

ergy resources. 

The Next American Economy: Transforming Energy and In-

frastructure Investment 

The Brookings Institution recently convened a meeting of govern-

ment leaders, financial executives and prominent figures in the 

energy industry to discuss innovative policy and business prac-

tices to help rebuild the American economy.  The discussion fea-

tured a keynote address by California Governor Arnold Schwar-

zenegger, and focused on how traditional industry leaders such as 

utility companies, new industry leaders like venture capital inves-

tors, and public sector leaders can use energy efficiency efforts, 

and the development of alternative energy sources to promote 

economic growth.  

 

Pennsylvania Green Jobs Report  

The Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry looks at how 

to identify and categorize green jobs, and delivers some projec-

tions of where employment in these careers and industries are 

headed. To analyze the green economy, the Department has iden-

tified five green industry sectors: Agriculture & Resource Conser-

vation, Clean Transportation, Energy Efficiency, Pollution Pre-

vention & Environmental Cleanup, Renewable Energy 

Spotlight on State Innovation 

Energy Gateway Fund 

February 10, 2010 

Ohio Governor Ted Strickland announced the 

initial request for applications for the Ohio En-

ergy Gateway Fund.  The fund is a partnership 

between state government and private firms to 

promote the growth of alternative energy and 

energy storage industries throughout Ohio.  The 

fund will use $40 million in state and federal 

resources to leverage an additional $40 million 

of investment from private industry.  Initial pro-

jects will focus on existing technologies that can 

be quickly moved to the fac-

tory floor.  The initial solicita-

tion will place a focus on the 

advanced energy supply chain 

and the manufacturing sector.   

Pacific Coast Collaborative 
February 12, 2010 

State executives from California, Oregon, Washington 

and British Columbia gathered at a leaders’ forum of 

the Pacific Coast Collaborative.  The meeting resulted 

in action plans, on  Innovation, The Environment and 

The Economy and Ocean Conservation and Coastal Climate Change Adaptation. These plans set 

out a series of co-operative initiatives to promote renewable energy and energy efficiency technol-

ogy, develop interstate low-carbon output transportation corridors, reduce water pollutants, and 

stem the spread of invasive species.  The forum aims to ensure that the Pacific coast retains its lead-

ership in energy efficient development and leverages that advantage to promote economic growth.  
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Recent Publications 

Investing in Solar 

February 22, 2010 

Pennsylvania Governor Ed 

Rendell announced $5 mil-

lion in grants for 13 new 

solar energy projects 

throughout the state of 

Pennsylvania.  Projects range from a $35,000 

grant to install solar cells on a middle school in 

Montoursville to a $1 million contribution to a 

program that will provide solar energy for a rural 

potato processing plant.  The projects are an out-

growth of the $650 million Pennsylvania Alter-

native Energy Investment Fund created in 2008.  

These grants will provide enough power to serve 

up to 500 homes, and bring total state solar en-

ergy capacity to 60 megawatts.  

Training a Workforce for the Clean Energy Sector 

February 19, 2010 

The State of California announced the distribution 

of $2.2 million in regional industry grants to ten 

workforce investment boards across the state.  The grants will help to fund the training of a highly-

skilled workforce for California’s emerging clean energy sector.  Funds were awarded to regions 

with promising renewable energy and energy efficiency industry clusters.  Regions that focus pro-

gram activities on renewable fuels and fuel efficient vehicle technologies will be awarded 25 per-

cent more than other regions in this award cycle.  The funding was provided jointly by the Ameri-

can Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and the California Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehi-

cle Technology Program.   
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