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Legislative Highlights
State’s greenhouse gas emission reduction limits

– 1990 levels by 2020
– 25% below 1990 levels by 2035
– 50% below 1990 levels by 2050

State’s baseline = 94.6 million metric tons CO2 equivalent

2008 ESSHB 2815 Sec. 8: Reduce per person vehicle m iles traveled

– 18% by 2020
– 30% by 2035
– 50% by 2050

Baseline = 75 billion VMT 1990 levels by 2020

(excluding vehicles over 10,000 lbs)
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Transportation Implementation 
Working Group

• Co-chaired by Katy Taylor, Dennis McLerran and Lon Wyrick.

• Developed strategies to implement original Climate Advisory Team
recommendations.

• Addressed legislative requirements (ESSHB 2815 Sec. 8).

• Identified “most promising” greenhouse gas and vehicle miles 
traveled reduction strategies.

• Collaborated with a diverse variety of transportation stakeholders.

Formed under Governor Gregoire’s Climate Action Team
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Transportation Implementation Working 
Group Representatives:

• State and local governments including 
Departments of Ecology, Puget Sound Clean 
Air, Thurston County, City of Seattle , and 
WSDOT.

• Transit groups such as Washington State 
Transit Association, Pierce Transit, and King 
County Metro.

• Industry groups such as WA Auto Dealers 
Association, Weyerhaeuser, WA Trucking 
Associations, and AAA.

• Non-profit and environmental groups such as 
Transportation Choices Coalition and Sierra 
Club.
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Key Recommendations

1. Transit, ridesharing and commuter choice programs.

2. Compact and transit oriented development.

3. Transportation funding and pricing strategies.

Long-term and short-term vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse gas 
reduction recommendations include three broad categories:
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Transit, Ridesharing and Commuter 
Choice Programs

• Develop a Washington state transportation 
access network.

• Enhance existing urban commute trip reduction 
and rideshare programs.

• Implement a statewide residential trip reduction 
program.
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• Promote housing and employment density.

• Provide parking incentives and management.

• Better enable growth management transportation 

concurrency to address all modes of transportation.

• Provide bicycle and pedestrian accessibility.

Compact and Transit Oriented Development
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• Align state, regional and local transportation investments and pricing 
with legislative direction (ESSHB 2815).

• Pursue new revenue sources to support transportation choices, 
particularly transit and ridesharing operations.

• Consider per capita vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse gas 
emissions as an additional objective to existing tolling objectives.

Transportation Funding and Pricing 
Strategies
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Additional Strategies

• Improve/promote rail.

• Enhance transportation system management.

• Improve efficiency and retrofit diesel vehicles.

• Smart charging, vehicle to grid, evaluate costs.

• Implement a low carbon fuel standard or other 
alternative.
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Transportation Investments Addressing 
Climate Change

Transportation projects in Governor’s 2009-2011 budget:

– puts people to work.

– provides transportation choices for Washington citizens.

– reduces greenhouse gas emissions.

Highlights:

– high occupancy vehicle system, bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements, vanpool vans, and commute trip reduction 
expansion.

– fuel and energy conservation for state ferries, ramp 
metering, express lane system automation, and other 
system efficiencies.
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Conclusions

• Achieving vehicle miles traveled and 
greenhouse gas reduction goals will be 
challenging.

• Requires a combination of additional travel 
options, compact transit-oriented 
development and transportation funding.

• Transportation Implementation Working 
Group developed a path to meeting critical 
objectives.

• There is much work to be done to achieve the 
vision.

www.wsdot.wa.gov/environment/climatechange


