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JOEL ROGERS, DIRECTOR 
 

Joel Rogers is Professor of Law, Political Science, and Sociology at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison and Director of COWS, a national research center and field 
laboratory for high-road state policy. Rogers has written widely on American 
politics and public policy, including such books as On Democracy, Right Turn, Metro 
Futures, Working Capital, The Forgotten Majority (Why the White Working Class Still 
Matters), and What Workers Want. He is also a longtime social activist and 

entrepreneur, having helped launch many public interest organizations before State Innovation 
(most recently the Apollo Alliance,  of which he was co-founder and first chair). A contributing 
editor at The Nation and Boston Review, Rogers has received numerous academic honors and a 
MacArthur Foundation “genius” fellowship. Newsweek has identified him as one of the 100 
Americans most likely to affect U.S. politics and culture in the 21st century. 
 
 

 


